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their own appropriate causes; it resides in the judgment or in the
mind, ivhich does not act with sufficient circumspection, and does not
notice that things at a distance, owing to this and that cause appear
more confused and smaller than they really are when they are near at
hand, and so in other cases. Nevertheless, wherever deception does
occur, we must not deny that some error exists ; only the difficulty is,
whether the error is always such that we can never be sure of the
truth in the case of anything perceived by the senses.

But there is really no need to search for obvious examples. To
take only the instances which you adduce, or rather cite as objections,
I maintain that in these cases the truth of our belief seems to be amply
confirmed; when we behold a tower close at hand and touch it we are
sure that it is square, though, when further off, we had occasion to
pronounce it to be round, or at least were able to doubt whether it was
round or square or of some other figure.

Similarly that feeling of pain, ivhich appears still to exist in the
foot or in the hand after these members have been cut off, may on
occasion cause deception in those indeed who have had these limbs cut
off; and that is because the sensorial spirits have been accustomed to
pass downwards into them and express sensation in them. Never-
theless those who are whole are so certain that they feel the pain in
the foot or in the hand which they see pricked, that they cannot doubt
about it.

Similarly also, since we wake and dream alternately as long as
we are alive, deception may occur owing to a dream, because things
appear in the dream to be present which are not present. Never-
theless, neither do we always dream, nor, when we are really awake,
can we doubt whether we are awake or dreaming.

So too, since we can think that we are of a nature exposed to
deceptions, even in things that seem most sure, we none the less think
that we are naturally capable of apprehending truth. And just as
we sometimes err, as when we do not detect a sophism, or when we look
at a stick plunged to half its length in water, so also we sometimes
apprehend the truth, as in a geometrical demonstration, or when the
stick is taken out of the water, the circumstances being such that in
neither of these cases can we doubt at all about the truth. And just
as in other cases we may be in doubt, so at least in this case no doubt
is permitted, namely that these things appear as they do; indeed it
cannot be other than absolutely true that such things appear.

Moreover as to the .fact that reason counsels us not to believe much
to which we are impelled by nature, it cannot at least remove the
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